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W. Raymond Johnson

W. Raymond Johnson completed his twenty-third year working for the Epigraphic Survey in 
Luxor, and his fifth season as Field Director. This winter Ray was awarded an honorary Cor-
responding Membership in the German Institute of Archaeology in a presentation ceremony 
at the German Archaeological Institute in Cairo on Winckelmannday, 19 December 2001. On 
27 March 2002 he gave a two-hour talk at ARCE headquarters in Cairo on the work of the 
Epigraphic Survey in Luxor and gave a report on the recent activities of the Epigraphic Survey 
at the ARCE meetings in Baltimore on the weekend of 26 April. On 29 April Ray participated 
in the Johns Hopkins/University of Chicago Theban Symposium “Thebes in the Late Period” 
and presented a paper entitled “Late Period Sculptural Restorations in Thebes: Three Case 
Studies.” On 15 July Ray had the pleasure of presenting an illustrated lecture with Carlotta 
Maher on the history and work of the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor during the Oriental Institute 
Volunteer Tea at University of Chicago President and Mrs. Randel’s residence.

In August Ray was invited to join the Visiting Committee of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art Egyptian Department.

——————————

Charles E. Jones

In February, all of us — Mark B. Garrison, Margaret Cool Root, and Charles E. Jones — 
involved in its production were pleased to see the appearance of Seals on the Persepolis For-
tification Tablets, Volume I: Images of Heroic Encounter, With Seal Inscription Readings by 
Charles E. Jones (Oriental Institute Publications, 117; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2001). 
This first of three volumes is the product of two decades of collaboration among the authors. 
The collaboration continues with the work on the next two volumes, and on studies relating 
to specific seals, their production and use, and the interpretation of the images and inscrip-
tions they bear. Work also continues, with Matthew W. Stolper and Gene Gragg, towards the 
publication of new texts from the Persepolis Fortification Archive. They expect to be able to 
show substantial progress on the electronic publication of these texts in the next few months.

Jones continues working on a number of fronts towards the goal of useful and substantive 
academic participation in on-line publication. As mentioned in the 2000/2001 Annual Report, 
Jones and Stolper traveled to Paris last summer to participate in a meeting of the Achemenet 
Steering Committee. A smaller group met in Chicago in April, on the occasion of Pierre Bri-
ant’s extended visit to Chicago, to discuss and work out details of the inclusion of visual and 
descriptive data from the above mentioned book in an Achaemenid iconographic database 
under development at Achemenet. In support of Achemenet, Abzu continues to maintain 
an index of Achaemenid-related material accessible on the Internet. Under the auspices of 
ETANA, and with funding from the Mellon Foundation, Jones collaborated in the rebuilding 
of the Abzu database in a more productive and useful form. Now served from the ETANA 
server at Vanderbilt University, Abzu can be reached either through the old address or directly 
at http://www.etana.org/abzu. Collaboration with ETANA continues also in the production 
on-line of a collection of Core Texts — classic works in ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and 
Egyptological scholarship — many held in only a few libraries. More than sixty such volumes 
from the Research Archives collection are currently in process.
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Under the auspices of the Oriental Institute and the Society of Biblical Literature, and in 
collaboration with Patrick Durusau, its Director of Research and Development, Jones chaired 
two sessions at the Annual Meeting of the Society in Denver in November 2001. These ses-
sions, which are expected to become a regular feature of the meeting, focus on issues relating 
to the markup of ancient Near Eastern languages and scholarly texts, and to the effective 
presentation of scholarship on the Internet. A second session is scheduled for the November 
2002 meeting in Toronto.

Along with Oriental Institute colleagues Abbas Alizadeh, Gil Stein, and Matt Stolper, Jones 
has been appointed to an international committee charged with assisting in the organization 
of a Conference on the Archaeology and History of Ancient Iran, scheduled to be held in 
Teheran in June 2003.

Locally, Jones revived the “Technology Discussion Group,” an informal and irregular 
meeting of persons interested in the application of existing and emerging technologies to the 
wide variety of scholarly agendas. He remains the (Founding) Editor of the Oriental Institute 
Staff Newsletter.

——————————

Walter E Kaegi

Walter E. Kaegi engaged in the process of making final changes to his book manuscript 
Heraclius Emperor of Byzantium, which Cambridge University Press has accepted. These 
tasks involved correspondence with his copy editor and preparation of illustrations and maps 
and design of the cover. He also published an article “Byzantine Africa and Sardinia Face 
the Muslims” in Bizantinistica, new series, 3 (2001): 1–24. He corrected page proofs on his 
commentary on three articles on late antiquity in the journal Ancient World (it originated in 
his commentary on a session in the Association of Ancient Historians joint meeting with the 
American Historical Association in Chicago, January 2000). He completed an article, “Robert 
Lee Wolff Remembered,” for Byzantinische Forschungen 27 (in press) on U.S. Byzantinists. 
He completed lengthy (each 8,000 words) articles on “Byzantine Civilization” and “Byzantine 
Empire” for the New Catholic Encyclopedia (Gale). He completed an article, “The Earliest 
Muslim Penetrations of Anatolia,” for the Nicolas Oikonomides Memorial Volume that the 
Institute for Byzantine Research, National Hellenic Foundation, Athens, Greece, will publish. 
He corrected copy for an essay on Byzantine Africa that will appear in a Cagliari, Sardinia 
museum catalog (book).

He published reviews on the following three books: Asia Minor and Its Themes, by El-
eonora Kountoura-Galake et al.; The Rome That Did Not Fall: The Survival of the East in the 
Fifth Century, edited by Stephen Williams and Gerard Friell; and Warfare, State and Society 
in the Byzantine World, 565–1204, by John Haldon. 

He corrected proofs for reviews of the following two books: Aristocratic Violence and Holy 
War, by M. Bonner; and Church and Society in Byzantium under the Comneni, by M. Angold.

He completed reviews on the following two books: War and Society in the Ancient and 
Mediterranean Worlds, edited by K. Raaflaub and N. Rosenstein; and Byzantine Wars, by 
John Haldon. 

He served as Chair, and Organizer, of “Table Ronde: Échanges et conflits entre l’Occident 
chrétien et le monde musulman: L’Occident chrétien, Relations politiques, militaires, 
économiques, intellectuelles,” XXth International Congress of Byzantine Studies, Paris, 
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