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held in the Research Archives. The second was a Women’s Board Grant to acquire and georectify 
numerous declassified Corona images for inclusion within CAMEL’s growing coverage of the 
Near East. Branting also made two trips to meet with government agencies on CAMEL’s be-
half. One was to Huntsville, Alabama, to lay the groundwork for a pending partnership between 
CAMEL and NASA. The other was to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for successful negotiations with 
the USGS to secure discounts for CAMEL for the purchase of a large number of Corona images. 
Here in Chicago he served as co-chair of the Integrated Database Committee, and he also negoti-
ated for the Oriental Institute’s new Multi-Terabyte Storage Server that will provide secure com-
puter storage space for the Institute’s large and growing digital collections.

At the same time Branting continued as co-director of the Kerkenes Da© Project in Turkey, an 
international and interdisciplinary archaeological project now in its thirteenth year (see separate 
report). He gave two public lectures on his work at Kerkenes, a Member’s Lecture in October 
and a lecture for the Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society in November. He also gave five pa-
pers at academic conferences and invited symposia including: The Knowledge Economy and 
Technological Capabilities of the Early Mediterranean World International Symposium in Paris 
in December; the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting in Chicago in March; 
the Computer Applications in Archaeology Annual Meeting in Fargo, North Dakota, in April; the 
Uluslararası Bozok Sempozyumu in Yozgat, Turkey, in May; and the Türkiye Onbirinci ESRI ve 
ERDAS Kullanıcıları Grubu Ankara Toplantısı in Ankara, Turkey, in June. Publications on the 
work at Kerkenes include Kerkenes News 7, 2004 with Geoffrey and Françoise Summers pub-
lished by METU Press and “Simulating Movement, Communication and Flows of Knowledge at 
Kerkenes Da©” in the forthcoming volume edited by Myriam Wissa emerging from the Knowl-
edge Economy Symposium in Paris. In addition he worked on finalizing the edited volume, Ana-
lyzing Space in Time, to be published by Archaeopress in which his article “Modeling Ancient 
Transportation” will appear. 

Branting also taught the two-course Ancient Landscapes sequence and directly oversaw three 
Master’s projects in both the Social Science Division and the Department of Near Eastern Lan-
guages and Civilizations.

——————————

John A. Brinkman

With financial support from the Mellon Foundation, John A. Brinkman continued museum 
research into family structure and ethnic minorities in Babylonia (1400–750 b.c.). In autumn 
2005, he spent five weeks in Berlin reading archives excavated in residential quarters of Babylon 
in 1908–09. These unpublished texts deal with real estate transactions, family businesses, and 
foreign trade expeditions, especially in the final decades (1185–1155) of the Kassite dynasty, a 
relatively unknown period. In December at the University Museum in Philadelphia, he worked 
with Middle Babylonian Nippur materials relating to families. In March, he had a first look at the 
large Middle Babylonian archives (more than 700 texts) at Cornell University, where texts show 
prominent women in roles traditionally reserved to men — serving as supervisors in the ration 
economy, acting as witnesses in legal texts, and involved in trade. In April at Yale, he delivered a 
lecture on Kassite and post-Kassite kinship groups and family structure and studied unedited Bab-
ylonian texts from ca. 1350 to 700 b.c. Two of his articles have recently been published: one on 
Kassite officials and social institutions (in the Journal of the American Oriental Society), and a 
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second on Middle Babylonian family groups (in the Leichty festschrift). A third article, on Baby-
lonian land-grant monuments and related texts dealing with land tenure and taxation, is scheduled 
to appear in the next issue of the Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient.

——————————

Fred M. Donner 

As noted in last year’s report, Fred M. Donner co-directed, with his colleague Kenneth Hall, 
Professor of History at Ball State University, a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer 
Institute for College Teachers during the summer of 2005, on the subject “Culture and Commu-
nication in the Pre-Modern Islamic World.” It occupied much of Donner’s time during late June 
and July of 2005. Later in the summer he enjoyed, with several colleagues and students, a visit to 
the Limestone Massif “Dead Cities” region of northern Syria, which contains over 750 sites with 
standing remains of towns and villages from the late antique and early Islamic periods (roughly 
third to ninth centuries). 

During summer 2005 and again in summer 2006, Donner participated in the second and third 
of the series of workshops on the Umayyad dynasty (a.d. 660–750) and its legacy, the first 
of which was held at the University of Notre Dame and the second at the Institute Français du 
Prôche-Orient in Damascus, Syria. 

During the fall Donner taught his usual survey of Islamic history, a.d. 600 to 1150 (larger 
than ever this year because of the increased, and seemingly still increasing, demand for courses on 
all things dealing with Islam). He also taught a graduate seminar on Islamic origins. In the spring 
quarter, he taught his “Introduction to the Middle East” course intended for College students with 
no background in the region, and an Arabic course on the Sira literature devoted to biographies 
of the prophet Muhammad and other figures in the Islamic tradition. He also handled, like all his 
colleagues, individual reading courses, student advising, committee assignments, and work on fac-
ulty searches. He continued to serve as editor of Al-‘Usur al-Wusta: The Bulletin of Middle East 
Medievalists, a semi-annual serial that deals with the Middle East in the period a.d. 500–1500. 
He also did his share of manuscript reviewing for the Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Interna-
tional Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(University of London), and Comparative Studies in Society and History, and performed tenure 
evaluations for the University of Illinois at Chicago, the American University of Beirut, and the 
United Arab Emirates University, as well as performing an evaluation of the History Department 
of the American University of Beirut. In April, he gave a public lecture at the Gleacher Center for 
the University of Chicago’s Graham School of General Studies “The Many Faces of Islam.” 

These varied activities collectively consumed a lot of time, but Donner was able to complete 
two articles during the year. The first, “Al-Ya‘qubi on the Saqifa Episode and its Implications,”  
for a forthcoming volume on the ninth-century historian and geographer al-Ya‘qubi, examines 
historiographical peculiarities of al-Ya‘qubi’s reporting of a critical episode in early Islamic his-
tory. The second article, “Western Approaches to Early Islamic History,” will appear in the first 
volume of the new Cambridge History of Islam, due to appear in 2007 or (more probably) 2008. 
Most important, however, was completing — after too many years — the draft of his monograph 
Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam, which colleagues are now reviewing be-
fore being sent off to a publisher. Donner is eager to get this project behind him and embark on 
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