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Oaks (Harvard) Symposium on Warfare in the Byzantine World, Washington, D.C., on May 
2, 2010. He published four book reviews: review of Being Byzantine, by Gill Page, in Journal 
of Interdisciplinary History 40 (2010): 586–88; review of The Crusades and the Christian 
World of the East, by Christopher MacEvitt, in Journal of Religion 89 (2009): 591–93; review 
of Muhammad: Islam’s First Great General, by R. A. Gabriel, in Journal of Late Antiquity 
2/2(2009): 392–93; and review of Basil II and the Governance of Empire, by Catherine Holmes, 
Speculum 84 (2009): 734–36. He continued to serve as president of the U.S. National Committee 
for Byzantine Studies. At the University of Chicago, he served as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the local Phi Beta Kappa chapter and as chair of the Nominations Committee for 
the History Department for selection of a chair for the department. He continued to act as history 
bibliographer for Byzantinische Zeitschrift and as co-director of the Workshop on Late Antiquity 
and Byzantium. On April 10, 2010, historian William Palmer interviewed him at length via tele-
phone concerning the history of the University of Chicago History Department.

——————————

Carol Meyer

Carol Meyer completed her analysis of the ground-stone artifacts from the Tell Hamoukar 
2005 and 2006 seasons, barring only some long-awaited locus information. The work includes a 
working typology of the various ground-stone artifacts, an illustrated checklist for excavators, a 
draft report of the material, and a new database table with descriptive information, itself linked 
to other tables with drawings or photographs. Meyer also wrote a report on a Late Chalcolithic 
deposit of stone artifacts. Judging from the types of stone, the odd assortment of artifacts, and a 
unique two-foot-tall gypsum “fang,” the deposit may be labeled “ritual.” Work resumed on the 
final report on the Bir Umm Fawkhir 1999 excavations and the 2001 study seasons. To date, five 
chapters out of a projected ten are drafted, including the key chapter on the excavations with 
all top plans, sections, and matrices. The next major chapter, pottery, is in progress. Meyer also 
completed a review of Antinoupolis I for Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists and 
an article on “The Wadi Hammamat” for the new Encyclopedia of Ancient History.

——————————

Nadine Moeller

In October and November 2009, Nadine Moeller directed the annual field season at Tell Edfu in 
southern Egypt (see separate report). In March she participated at the international conference 
on Radiocarbon Dating and Egyptian Chronology, which was held in the University of Oxford. 
The main objective of this colloquium was to advance the synchronization of absolute scientific 
dating and Egyptian historical chronology. In this regard, the great potential for acquiring new 
and reliable radiocarbon dates by analyzing samples from Tell Edfu was outlined. The strati-
fied layers at the site extensively cover the transitional and much-disputed periods from the late 
Middle Kingdom to the Second Intermediate Period, which was the focus of Nadine Moeller’s 
paper. It will be published as part of the forthcoming conference proceedings. The latest dis-
coveries at Tell Edfu were presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Research Center in 
Egypt, which was held in Oakland, California, at the end of April.
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In May, she was invited to give a talk about Tell Edfu to the Visiting Committee, which was 
well received. At the end of May, the much awaited results of her National Endowment for the 
Humanities collaborative grant proposal were announced: the Tell Edfu Project was awarded 
$250,000 for three years, which will allow the pursuit of several research objectives at the site. 
Meanwhile, the first volume of the Tell Edfu Reports is currently being prepared for publication 
as well as an article that focuses on the analysis of the data from the 2009 season. These field-
work results will be contextualized within the wider perspective of settlement archaeology and 
will be submitted by September 2010 to the peer-reviewed Journal of the American Research 
Center in Egypt. Moeller published two articles during the past year, one in the festschrift for 
Barry Kemp edited by Salima Ikram and Aidan Dodson, entitled “The Archaeological Evidence 
for Town Administration,” and one in the French journal Cahiers de Recherches de l’Institut 
de Papyrologie et d’Égyptologie de Lille 28, with the title “The Influence of Royal Power on 
Ancient Egyptian Settlements from an Archaeological Perspective.” Moeller also started new 
research for her book project entitled The Settlements of Ancient Egypt, whose aim is to bring 
together all the available archeological evidence for towns and cities in ancient Egypt and to 
provide a wide-ranging analysis of different types of settlements, offering a viable model for 
urbanism that will explain the role of towns and cities in ancient Egyptian civilization.

Further work also continues on the Mendes archives, which was given to the Oriental Insti-
tute last year. The entire collection of site plans and drawings was scanned and is now stored in 
the archives of the Oriental Institute. The scanning of the numerous slides from the excavation 
was also started and continues with the help of Jessica Henderson, a graduate student in the 
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations.

——————————

Dennis Pardee

Since last reporting in these pages, Dennis Pardee has for the first time become a productive 
member of one of the Oriental Institute’s own projects — his principal area of research being 
texts from Ras Shamra, a Syro-French excavation. The text of the inscribed stela dating to the 
eighth century bc discovered during the Oriental Institute expedition to Zincirli was entrusted 
to him for publication, and the article appeared in late 2009 (“A New Aramaic Inscription from 
Zincirli,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 356: 51–71). The text is im-
portant for multiple reasons (religious, historical, social, etc.). Pardee chose to concentrate on 
the linguistic, identifying the language as a previously unattested dialect of Aramaic situated 
typologically between the “Samalian” inscriptions left by two kings of the city at the nearby cult 
site of Gercin and the more-or-less standard Old Aramaic adopted by King Barrakib, plausibly 
for political reasons in the age of Assyrian hegemony.

An English version of the Manuel d ’ougaritique (published in 2004 and co-authored with 
P. Bordreuil) also appeared late in 2009. It contains a brief introduction to the history and culture 
of ancient Ugarit, a précis of Ugaritic grammar, and, like the French version, fifty-five Ugaritic 
texts representing all the major literary genres, from mythological to school texts. The authors 
consider this selection of texts to be the principal novelty of the manual, because they are pre-
sented in the following forms: new color photographs, new hand copies, transliterations into 
Roman script, and translation with brief notes. All words represented in the texts are listed in a 
glossary. The editor, Eisenbrauns, decided to publish this Manual of Ugaritic simultaneously in 
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